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PASTORAL MESSAGE  
February 22, 2012 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Greetings and Blessings! 
 
In the past couple of weeks, much news has been made of the Department of Health and 
Human Services’ (HHS) unprecedented mandate that would force religious institutions, 
in violation of their religious beliefs, to provide and pay for abortion-inducing drugs, 
contraceptives and sterilization. Recently this month, an accommodation from President 
Obama seemed to try to answer the objections from the Catholic Church. The truth of 
the matter is nothing was changed as far the intrusion of our religious liberties.  
 
This is a real and very current issue that, we as Catholics must respond to.  Cardinal 
Wuerl, Archbishop of Washington, best described it in his letter to the faithful on the 
HHS mandate as he states: “What is at stake here is a question of human freedom.  The 
authors of the Bill of Rights enshrined freedom of religion as our nation’s first and 
founding principle.  We should not be reduced to petitioning the government for rights 
that the Constitution already guarantees. “ 
 
On February 10, the Catholic bishops of the United States called for a renewed effort to 
change the HHS imposed mandate that violates religious liberty.   
 
Couples For Christ USA stands in unity with the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) in objections to the "preventive services" regulation issued in August 
by the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) and in supporting “The 
Respect for Rights of Conscience Act.” 
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Drawing on wisdom from Pope Benedict prior to the HHS ruling “Here once more we 
see the need for an engaged, articulate and well-formed Catholic laity endowed with a 
strong critical sense vis-à-vis the dominant culture and with the courage to counter a 
reductive secularism which would delegitimize the Church’s participation in public 
debate about the issues which are determining the future of American society. The 
preparation of committed lay leaders and the presentation of a convincing articulation 
of the Christian vision of man and society remain a primary task of the Church in your 
country; as essential components of the new evangelization, these concerns must shape 
the vision and goals of catechetical programs at every level.” 
 
We echo Cardinal Wuerl in declaring that “we cannot become complacent or allow 
ourselves to be distracted by incomplete proposals presented as definitive solutions.” 
Let us take action and stand by our Bishops who vowed to fight this coercive HHS 
mandate.  Please refer to the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
website for more information and concrete action steps.  http://www.usccb.org/issues-
and-action/religious-liberty/conscience-protection/index.cfm.   

As we move forward in the days ahead, let us unite our prayers in all our households 
across the nation, together with our brothers and sisters in the faith and our fellow 
countrymen committed to defending our God-given religious liberties and the freedom 
of conscience. May we do all we are called to do in faith, hope and love to ensure that 
this measure is defeated and remind our government of the true origin of life and liberty 
for us all.  

 
In these, we remain, 
 
Faithful in Christ, 
CFC - USA National Council 
 

“Proclaim the greatness of the Lord” Luke 1 : 46 


